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Thank you to all who have shared a prayer for this first online
edition of "Come to the Table...in Prayer".

An invitation - click the link below and your prayer will be
included in the next Complfat/bn of prayers.

LI/I‘lk:
htto://Fs22 formsite.com/, netmcrcuqc’:‘a’/ prauc/cr[)ook index.html



http://fs22.formsite.com/netmercyed/prayerbook/index.html
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Vi) Gratitude

Thawk you to all who shared a prayer and/or assisted with
preparation of this prayer resource.

Barbara Buckley, RSM, Merton Mercy Academy, Merton /
Karew calta, Mount St. Mary Academg. watchung / Elizabeth
Carter, Mount St. Mary Acadcmg, watchuwng / Mary Anwn
Danovich, Merton Mercy Academy, Merion / Kathleen
DePasquale, St. Mary Academy Bay View, RLverside / Ann
perbacher, Mercy High School, Middletown / Anin Drewry,
Mercy High School, Middletown / Lisa Gambacorto, RSM,
Mount St, Mary Academy, wWatchung / Silvia Giacowne,
Colegio Santa Bthinea, Buenos Alres / Millicent Graham, Alpha
Primary School, Kingston / Ponella Hartman, RSM, South
Central Community / Becky Henle, Assumption High School,
Loutsville / Rob Hunt, Merey High School, Middletown / Paul

_Jette, Mater Christi School, Burlington, VT / Maria Johnston,
Muffles College, Belize / Cheryl Kreger, Mercy High School,
Farmington Hills / Mary MceCarthy, RSM, Mercy High
School, Middletown / Maria del carmen Na Ya, Colegio Santa
Bthinea, Buenos Alres / Maria del Mar Peydro, Colegio Santa
Bthnea, Buenos Alres / Anna Saltzmawn, Merton Mercy
Academy, Merion / Joan Margret Schwager, RSM, West
Midwest Community, and all who shared information about
the prayer submissions with colleagues. 5



O/w/[/[& 7;%/” [esence
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Ever Present God, in the midst of the whirlwind of the
activities of my clag, open me to your presence within
the hearts of those who are in front of me and within

mgsehc, that we might be in communion with you.

Amen.
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As MLM

Loving God, as administrators in Mercy Institutions, help us
model our lives on your son Jesus Christ. May we remain faithful
to the call to serve all of humanitg, esPeciang the poor and
Vulnerabie, like Catherine McAuieg did. Teach us to serve with
love, mercy andjustice. HelP us to entrust our clailg duties and
responsibilities to you. Loving God, gjve us Patience. HelP us to
gve without counting the cost or the benefits that may come to
us, recognizing, that we can alwags do more, we can alwags touch
another life. Cause our Mercy Sisters, administrators, board
members, council members and all those who exercise leaclersiwip
to be alwags mindful of what you have called them to cio, and
having done all know, "It is not enougi"i". Loving God, may we
never tire of Praging and serving you in each other. Cause us,
God, to take cielight in you and the hoPe of one ciag i:)eing with
you for etemitg.



O % AW&/:%Y

(c) Martateron/Dreamstime.com

Loving God, We Praise and thank You for blessing our Communitg
as we celebrate years of commitment to the education of
young Mercy women (and men and children). We thank you for
guicling our ministry as we bring the ghc’cs of service, knowleclge,
comPassion, faith and love to those whom we serve. Mag these
ghcts remain a Par’c of Mercg forever. We are gratcncul for those who
came before us and on whose shoulders we stand toclag. Hold our
Mercy community in the Palm of Your hand and allow us to remain
Powemcul in sPirit and forever faithful to Mary our Patroness and
Catherine our Foundress. We ask all tlﬁrough your Son, our Lord

Jesus Christ. Amen.
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A Hard Day Lod

Lord, my (our) life is filled with difficulties this dag. It's been hard to
handle all that has been given me (us), so | (we) turn to you full of
confidence that you are Present and that with your grace [ (we) will find
my (our) way back tojog. Like Catherine I (we) know thatjogs and
SOIrrOwWSs are mingled. We Place our weary hearts in your hands, now and

forever. Amen.

AnatolyM/Bigstock.com
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The clag is done. The
Projects finished. The
talks gjven and we stop
and pause... Our work
is the blessing of God.
Yet we know |earning
continues. We keep on
going, for we know, like
Catherine, that “it is
never enough.”
Tomorrow is another
dag to serve you, Lorcl;
another clag to gi\/e our
all. Lord we ask you to
bless us in this moment
so that your grace will
carry us into another

clag of Mercg. Amen.



Méy%

Misericordia es vivir todos los dias, Poniendo enlavida el corazon, en
ésta vida habitada por latidos, que se empapan de alegria y de dolor.
Misericordia es Prestar cada momento, el silencio, nuestro oiclo, nuestra
vOzZ, €5 robar de las entrafias de Dios Paclre, su locura ,su carino, su
Pasic’)n. Misericordia es &fjar que se traduzca, ésos gestos, ésas
miradas de Dios, es el canto de équel que se levanta, porque otrojunto
a él se inclind. Misericordia es lo que atraviesa, al Evangelio, a Maria, a
nuestro hog, y muchos que se vieron ’craspasac]osJ no Pudieron acallar
tremendo Don. Quisiera sumarme a éstos locos que te buscan a clestajo
ycon ardor, que se atreven a andar toda la vida, siguienclo la intuicion
del corazon. quisiera Vivir ya de tal manera. que se entrelace mivida con
tuVoz, y si alguien buscara comprencﬂerlo, "misericordia” sea la tinica
razon. por eso Dios de la Misericordia, Padre Nuestro, "Tata", “Abba“)
"Sefor”, cscull:)i bien Pro{:unclo en nosotros, ése suefio de ser Como

Vos sos. ( o bien de ser con Vos Pasién) . Amén.

Translation follows
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/I/ley Means

Mercy means living every dag Putting our heart in life, this life inhabited
bg beats that are soaked up withjog and sorrow. Mercy means |ending
every moment our silence, our ear, our voice. It means stealing from our
Father God’s insides His love, His Passion. Mercy is letting those
gestures, those looks of God’s be translated. It is the song of he who
gets up because someone else has bent down next to him. Mercy is what
Pierces the Gospel) Mary, our todag, and the many who were Piercecl
and could not silence such giﬁ:. rdlike tojoin those crazy People who
look for You relentlesslg and with arclor) who dare g0 through life
Fo”owing the intuition of the heart. 'd like to live in such a way that my
life was entwined with “Your Voice”, that if anyone tried to understand it,
“Mercg” would be the onlg reason. That is whg, “God of Mercy”, “Our
father’, “Tata”, “Abba” and “Lord”, carve cleeplg in us this dream of
being Passion with you.
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%M/I/léa‘

Lord our Board (or ~~~=—==—- ) is meetingtoclag (tonight}.
We have so many decisions to make. We ask your help to be
united in a common goal, leaving our attitudes, Pe‘c Projects,
and egos at the door so we walk forward with hearts open to
change, to all that will be the best for our sclﬂool, and to your
Spiri’c’s Promptings. May your blessing and favor descend on

us and our students. Amen.

(c) Higyou/Dreamstime.com
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(c) Mommamoon/Dreamstime.com

Before Beginning the Day... Lord as we “triP about”
our clag we are conscious of your generous grace
that asks us to be at this () knowing you are alwags
with us. Bless this () as we 2@ about the business of
this dag. We ask this with full confidence through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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As | begin each clag, may my prayer and

/M P p/, o focus be on being faithful in service to
4:7 y our stuclents, Paren’csJ Facultg,

administrators and board members.
Lord, Please help me to accept human
beings as tlﬂeg are, notto exl:)ect
Pencection; to recognize abilitg and
encourage it; to recognize, respect and
value diversitg in each other; to work
Patient|9 for improvement and not
exPec‘c too much too quicklg; to
aPPreciate and aclmowleclge what

Reguced -
f £ iothe botialcves
OFMM@qu*:go,ﬁms
| M <Auley Raund

t et thn ¢u;, ;s";?a, rs o {zﬁ

People do right, notjust criticize what

thcg do wrong; to be slow to anger and

hard to discoura e; to be a positive role
& P
Mary Lou Hogan, RSM. artist model, to demonstrate Mercy Values,

and to live my life bg the statement: |

can never say “It 1s enough”. Amen.
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§M Me

Mother Catherine, | come to you as your
humble c:laughter/son to ask you to guide
me in my claily tasks. Not so casy at times!
You know how difficult it is to lead in a
compassionate and fair way. You also
faced many issues of your dag that are
not so unlike those of toclag. We see the
uneclucatecl, the homeless, Povertg, the
uncharitable and many other similar
situations. Yet, you stagecl calm, kept a

sense of humor and said lots of Pragers! |

ask you to help me ‘codag to lead with
comPassion, to remember to stag calm, to
laugh at mgsehc and of course pray, pray,
Prag! Mother Catherine, make me a
worthg Administrator. Amen.

16



Olga Miltsova/Bigstock.com
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Mother Catherine, we are
your claughters and sons. We
ask for your guiclance as we
come together for the good
of our communitg. Our tasks
may be simple or diftficult but
we have one goal and that is
to serve this community with
love and compassion. May
we deliberate, concur and
then Provicle the proper Path
for all to take. Our tasks will
never be complete but our
efforts will never cease. We
pray, "we can never say itis

enough". Amen



%me/péw 1o Be

Loving God, You Placed us here for a reason. Help us realize that it is
the right time and Place for us to be. As we educate young women, we
know that the work is as signhcicant toclag as in the time of Catherine
McAuleg and that the needs of young women cvergwhcre are great. We
pray that we may be leaders as we do what you ask of us and that we
may clear|9 see and resl:)oncl to the needs of our stuc:lents, families and
one another. HelP us be generous with our time and talent. Let our work
be rooted in love and mercy. We know that it is onlg through your grace

that we are aclequate to serve. As we work from morning, until night, in

"

Catherine's words "We can never say, 'itis enough . We realize that our
work is never done, but in aPProaching every c:lag in Catherine's sl:)irit,
we ultimatelg prepare others to love you and to do your work as well. We

thank you God for the ghct of this clag and every Aag and the

OPPortunit9 to serve in the name of Mercg.
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Be At LPrace

F9photos/Bigstock.com
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My Gocl) toclag | give
rngse“j to you completelg
in my thoughts, in my
words, in my actions. HelP
me to set aside my fears
as you enfold me
completelg in loving
embrace. Let my heart
and mind be at peace at
whatever cha”enges come
my way. Should any
harclships happen, may
they bring me closer to
you. Take from me my
needless worries. And
allow me the Pleasure of
living in the glorg of the
Redeemed. Amen.



Hcavenlg Father, Catherine’s love for you led her to live a life of service
to the poor and neeclg. It is with Praise and thanksgiving that we are
Drivileged to be connected to Mercy, and to follow in her gootsteps this
bath of service to the less fortunate in our communities. We get inspirecl
DY her acts oFgentlcness and compassion and are moved to being

better persons, because she modeled a humble spirit. Her examPle IS

ived b9 many Sisters of Mercy and lag people inthe ministry of Mercy,

and we pray that the students in our care will be equa”g imPacted bg
the leaderslﬁip and guiclance we Provide to them, in the name of
Catherine McAuleg. We pray that we imPac‘c the lives of our young
students for them to be true leaders in the name of Jesus, as we involve
them in the sPiri‘cual and corl:)oral works of Mercy, in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holg Spirit. Amen.
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(c) Anthony Hall/Dreamstime.com

My God and my A”) Catlﬁerine, your faithful servant, once saicl, "we can
never say, "itis enough." Help me to live out her belief as it relates to my
Mercy ministrg. Knowing | will never Fu”g comprehend the dep‘clﬂs of

Mercy, show me how to unfold more and more of its realitg in my life

each dag. Open my mind and heart to Forgiveness, not onlg when easy,
but In cha”enging moments, to compassion, when not convenient or

:)opular and to kindness, from something as simPle as a smile or as

1umbling as sharing from my necessity. Loving God, I ask you to bless
my earthlgjourneg as | endeavor to walk with you and attain a more
Per{:ect unclerstancling of thejog of sharing your creation with my

brothers and sisters in You. Amen
21



At (Tle E@@é Day

Dear Lorcl, we are
reminded at the end
of the dag to not onlg
give thanks, but to ask
the questions: "who
did we help toclag?
who helpecl us
todag?" When we do
that, we are truly li\/ing
the spirit of Mercy.
God gjve us the
determination to
a]wags live the Mercy
Charism and be the
‘he!P‘ for others.

Kwasny221/Bigstock.com
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GOGL our Creator, help us to embrace the gift of each dag, as we realize
thatjog and sorrow weave together to form the fabric of our lives, one
succeecling the other. Thank You for bringing us together as a faith
community, giving our best to one another, in both the goocl and the
troubled times. Help us to feel your merciful embrace at every moment.
May love be in our hearts and peace in our souls as we reflect on Your

ever~|:>resent abundance in our clailg lives.

R e T

(c) Franz Pfluegl/Dreamstime.com
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1 Transtorn
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We pray for the strength to persevere, the courage to adhere to
our convictions, the compassion to assist others and the
fortitude of faith that Propels us onward and forward. We pray
for abundant spiri’c, bountiful energy and blessed determination
to transform one Planet into one world communitg of tolerance,

peace and love.
24



Be Wit L

Catherine, as your faithful claughters and sOoNs, we reflect on your
words written in your time and gipc to us in this moment of time we are
given. When comfort seems elusive, helP us to remember that it is solid
when centered in God. When we experience deepjog, and then what
seems in an instant, great sorrow, help us to to remember that you told
us this was part of the pattern of life and to keep faith. When we ask
whg’? - may we reflect on your words that it is Jesus Christ we love and
serve. Catherine, thank you, may you and the favor and blessing of

heaven you Promisecl be with us.

Catherine McAuley's Grave
Catherine's House of Mercy
Now - Mercy International Centre, Dublin, Ireland
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